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1. Translate the following sentences into Bengali.
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(@) Watching the movie would be more exciting than sitting at home.
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(5 additional marks are available for the quality of Bengali in your answers)

(Total for Question 1 = 15 marks)
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2. Translate the following passage into Bengali.

Dhaka Muslin was famous worldwide as the pre-colonial Bengal textile. Muslin was manufactured in
Dhaka and its surrounding areas, by local skill, with locally produced finest cotton. It attained global
fame as the Dhaka Muslin.

Many years ago these Bengal cotton fabrics were exported to Rome and China. But Dhaka Muslin
became famous and attracted many foreign buyers after the Mughal capital moved to Dhaka. The
Muslin industry received patronage from the Mughal emperor. A huge quantity of the finest type of
Muslin, ‘malmal;, was procured for the use of the Mughal emperor and provincial governors. It was
costly and the weavers spent a long time making it. Even on occasions, it took about six months to
make a piece of this sort.

In 1851, in an exhibition held in London, Dhaka Muslin occupied a prominent place and attracted
many visitors. The British press praised the Muslin fabrics very highly. In 1875, the Nawab of Dhaka
ordered thirty yards of the most superior quality Muslin as a gift to Prince Edward VIl on his visit to
Dhaka. One yard of this fabric weighed barely ten grams!

Unfortunately, the Muslin industry in Dhaka declined after the battle of Palashi. However, it

also declined because world technology and industry were changing and introducing modern

manufacturing inventions. Despite all this, decoration pieces and outfits made of Dhaka Muslin are
still considered the ultimate in luxury amongst people at home and abroad.
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(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)
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3. Translate the following passage into English.
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(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)
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4. Write an essay in Bengali of about 200-250 words, on one of the following:
o @il Gl AT AR AR 200 - @0 A oAl G
(a) Life without electricity R ke

(b) Effects of technology on our lives INWE SR e &R
(c) Pleasure of reading books 32 AT W

(d) A picnic GF 0 ICOIS

Instructions to candidates:

Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box (X ).
If you change your mind, put a line through the box ( $¢)
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X ).

Chosen question number: Question 4(a)
Question 4(b)

Question 4(c)

O 0o oo

Question 4(d)

Please turn over for answer space.
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(Total for Question 4 = 35 marks)
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