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Section A: Language change
Question 1
Read Texts A, B and C.

Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

Text A

An extract from an account from 1769 of a tour of the Highlands of Scotland by a writer named
Thomas Pennant

Moft of the antient fports of the Highlanders, fuch as archery, hunting, fowling and fifhing, are
now difufed ; thofe retained are, throwing the pusting-[tone, or ftone of ftrength as they call it, which
occafions an emulation who can throw a weighty one the fartheft. Throwing the penny-ftone, which
anfwer to our coits'. The fhinty, or the [triking of a ball of wood or of hair : this game is played
between two parties in a large plain, and furnifhed with clubs ; which-ever fide ftrikes it firft to their 5
own goal wins the match.

The amufements by their fire-fides were, the telling of tales, the wildeft and moft extravagant
imaginable : mufick was another : in former times, the harp was the favorite inftrument, covered
with leather and ftrung with wire, but at prefent is quite loft. Bagpipes are fuppofed to have been
introduced by the Danes ; this is very doubtful, but fhall be taken notice of in the next volume : 10
the oldeft are played with the mouth, the loudeft and moft ear piercing of any wind mufick ; the
other, played with the fingers only, are of Irifh origin ; the firft fuited the genius of this warlike
people, roufed their courage to battle, alarmed them when fecure, and collected them when fcattered.
This inftrument is become [carce fince the abolition of the power of the chieftains, and the more
induftrious turn of the common people. 15

The Trump or Mouth Harp would not merit the mention among the Highland inftruments of
mulick, if it was not to prove its origin and antiquity : one made of gilt brafs having been found in
Norway, depofited in an urn.

Vocal mufick was much in vogue among(t them, and their fongs were chiefly in praife of their
antient heroes. I was told that they [till have fragments of the ftory of Finga/ and others, which they 20

carrol as they go along.

'coits: a game in which people throw rings made of metal, rope or rubber to land over an upright
spike or stick. Modern spelling is ‘quoits’.
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Text B

The top ten topics related to ‘amusement’ from the Corpus of Contemporary American English
(1990-2019)

‘amusement’
(1990-2019)

park

ride

coaster

roller

attraction

patron

entertainment

exit

grin

thrill
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Text C

n-gram graph for the phrases is become and has become (1720-2000)
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Question 2

6

Section B: Child language acquisition

GradeMax

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Luke (age 4 years) and
his father. They are at home.

Analyse ways in which Luke and his father are using language in this conversation. In your answer,
you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples from
your wider study of child language acquisition.

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:
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hey (1) are you an only child” or do you have brothers and sisters\

i got (.) brothers (1) i got two brothers (.) is name is z (.) zak and ceejay
oh

1

and i got (.) er (.) this many er (.) [puts three fingers up] sisters (.) jessca’
(1) bunny/ (.) and melissa

wow thats a big family

and dont forget mum (.) and even you\

oh (.) is that your whole family#

[nods] and dont forget me [points to himself then sighs] (.) thats all my
family

thats your whole family 2

no wait (.) i got roberts family (.) i got him (1) and i got eliana (.) and bun
you have who/

bun and even eliana

buny

and eliana

whos bun/

oh and dont remember sonny

whos bun/

er (.) bun (.) oh bun is grandma (.) but i always call grandma bun
why do you do that

because i like it”

is that her nickname

9093/32/M/J/22
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Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:

Father:

Luke:
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yeah

when did you think that up

oh because (1) i /smkd/ it up this year

oh

no i did /smk/ it up this year (.) i /smkd/ it up next year

you thought it up next year\ (1) now how did you think that up~ (.) where
did that come from\ (.) bun

it come from a surname
oh it does/ (.) does she like to be called bun/
no [laughs] grandma has ducks (1) grandma has a bad tummy
she does/
yeah but <Luke drops a toy he is holding>
what happened there
nothing just happened (1) bun has juice
oh

I

i really like juice

why

because it has juice (.) its got JUICE in it

liessca: Luke’s way of saying ‘Jessica’

TRANSCRIPTION KEY

(1) = pause in seconds

(.) = micropause

underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)

/I = speech overlap

[italics] = paralinguistic features

<jtalics> = contextual information

UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume
°word® = words spoken with decreased volume

7 = upward intonation

\ = downward intonation

/wiv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
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(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English

2 Pure vowels of English

/f/ fat, rough /i1/ beat, keep

/v/ very, village, love /1/ bit, tip, busy

/e/ theatre, thank, athlete /el bet, many

/0/ this, them, with, either /el bat

/s/ sing, thinks, losses /Al cup, son, blood

lz/ Z00, beds, easy /ar/ car, heart, calm, aunt
/[ sugar, bush /p/ pot, want

/3/ pleasure, beige / o1/ port, saw, talk

/h/ high, hit, behind /ol about, sudden

/p/ pit, top

/31/ word, bird

/t/ tip, pot, steep

o/ book, wood, put

/k/ keep, tick, scare

/ul/ food, soup, rude

/b/ bad, rub

/d/ bad, dim

3 Diphthongs of English

/gl gun, big

/et/ late, day, great

It/ church, lunch

/at/ time, high, die

/dz/ judge, gin, jury / o1/ boy, noise

/m/ mad, jam, small [as/ cow, house, town
/n/ man, no, show /ow/ boat, home, know
g/ singer, long /19/ ear, here

/1/ loud, kill, play /ea/ air, care, chair
/j/ you, beyond oo/ cure, jury

/w/ one, when, sweet

/r/ rim, bread

/?/ uh-oh
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