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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
e the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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English & Media subject specific general marking principles
(To be read in conjunction with the Generic Marking Principles (and requiring further guidance on how to place marks within levels))
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Components using level descriptors:

e We use level descriptors as a guide to broad understanding of the qualities normally expected of, or typical of, work in a level.

e Level descriptors are a means of general guidance, and should not be interpreted as hurdle statements.

¢ Where indicative content notes are supplied for a question, these are not a prescription of required content, and must not be treated as
such. Alternative correct points and unexpected answers in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the knowledge and
skills demonstrated.

e While we may have legitimate expectations as to the ground most answers may occupy, we must at all times be prepared to meet
candidates on their chosen ground, provided it is relevant ground (e.g. clearly related to and derived from a relevant passage/text and
meeting the mark scheme requirements for the question).
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English Language specific marking instructions:

AO1 Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts. (Understanding)

e Marks should be awarded for the accuracy of the candidate’s understanding of the text and its features, not for any analysis of them which is
recognised under AO3.

¢ Where comparison is required, marks should be awarded for the candidate’s recognition of similarities and differences between the texts and
their features, not for any consequent analysis.

¢ When awarding a ‘best-fit’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.

AO2 Write effectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. (Writing)

e Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s written expression (range of features used and accuracy) and the
development of their writing (its organisation and relevance to task and audience).

¢ When awarding a ‘best-fit’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and style. (Analysis)

¢ Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s analysis of the text’'s elements (form, structure and language) and
of the writer’s stylistic choices (including how style relates to audience and shapes meaning).

¢ When awarding a ‘best-fit’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.

In response to Question 1(a), candidates are required to write between 150 and 200 words. While there is no direct penalty for failing to adhere to

this requirement, examiners should consider this an aspect of the response’s ‘relevance to purpose’. As such, adherence to the word limit is assessed
as part of the second bullet point of AO2.
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Section A: Directed response
Question Answer Marks
1(a) Read the following text, which is an article from an online newspaper about an innovative art exhibition in Madrid, 10

Spain.

You have been asked to write an advertisement which will be published in a brochure publicising the exhibition.
Write the text for your advertisement. Use 150-200 words.

Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table A.
Additional guidance:

The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive.Candidates may make other valid comments that
should be credited.

Responses might feature the following:
e form, audience, purpose, style, conventions, language and structure will be appropriately adapted to suit the task

e content may include key factual information about the exhibition, as well as other relevant ideas
¢ tone will be used to have an impact on the reader and to create an effect.
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Question Answer Marks

1(b)

Compare your advertisement with the article, analysing form, structure and language.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table B.
Additional guidance:

The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive.Candidates may make other valid comments that
should be credited.

Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. Theyare not required to focus on form, structure and
language in separate sections.

Responses might compare and analyse the following:

Form

o the typical text conventions used in the original article and the candidate's advertisement

¢ the ways in which the different purposes affect the content and style of the two texts

e the ways in which the article and the advertisement appeal to the respective intended audiences, e.g. through the tone
and register used in each text

e any other relevant aspect of the form of the two texts

Structure

¢ the ways in which headings, sub-headings and short/long paragraphs or sections are used in each text

¢ the way in which the title is used to highlight what will follow

e beginning with the context — of the artist, the cardinal who praised the painting and the background to the modern
exhibition — to set the scene

e how four hundred years of art/history are linked by the exhibition

¢ ending with a quotation from the senior perfumer of Puig concludes this link between the past and the present

e any other relevant structural features in the text

15
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Question Answer Marks

1(b)

Language

the title contains a pun (scents/sense) and a cross-sensory metaphor (palette of odours)

the use of quotations from the Puig perfumer and the Prado’s Head of Flemish Painting to lend credibility and authority
to the article

the visual imagery of the painting as described in the article — beautiful garden, peacocks amble

olfactory references/lexical field — diffuser, perfumes, scented, hot stinky hit, musk

alliteration — carefully calibrated

the list of scents recreated for the exhibition — jasmine, rose, spikenard, fig tree

facts used in the article — 80 plant and flower species seen in the picture, iris which is twice as expensive as gold,
details of the Brueghel dynasty

the list of olfactory memories common to all humans — the memory of our mother’s perfume, of our first car

any other relevant language features in the text.
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1(a)
Table A
Level | AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and
of texts. appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes.
5 marks 5 marks
5 e Sophisticated understanding of text e Sophisticated expression, with a high level of accuracy
(meaning/context/audience) e Contentis fully relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are
¢ Insightful reference to characteristic features developed throughout in a sophisticated manner
5 marks 5 marks
4 o Detailed understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) o Effective expression, with a few minor errors which do not
o Effective reference to characteristic features impedecommunication
e Contentisrelevant to audience and purpose; ideas are
4 marks developedin an effective manner
4 marks
3 e Clear understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) e Clear expression, with occasional errors which do not impede
e Clear reference to characteristic features communication
3 marks | ¢ Content is relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are
developed clearly
3 marks
2 e Limited understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) e Expression is clear but may not flow easily, with frequent errors
e Limited reference to characteristic features which generally do not impede communication
e Content is mostly relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are
2 marks developed in a limited manner
2 marks
1 e Basic understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) e Basic expression, with frequent errors which impede
¢ Minimal reference to characteristic features communication
1 mark | ¢ Content may lack relevance to audience and purpose; minimal
development of ideas
1 mark
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0 ¢ No creditable response e No creditable response
0 marks 0 marks
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1(b)
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Table B
Level | AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’
of texts. choicesof form, structure and language produce meaning and
style.
5 marks 10 marks
5 e Sophisticated comparative understanding of texts e Sophisticated comparative analysis of elements of form,
(meaning/context/audience) structure and language
¢ Insightful reference to characteristic features e Sophisticated analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices
relate to audience and shape meaning
5 marks 9—-10 marks
4 e Detailed comparative understanding of texts (meaning/context/ | ¢  Detailed comparative analysis of elements of form, structure
audience) and language
o Effective reference to characteristic features e Detailed analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to
audience and shape meaning
4 marks 7—-8 marks
3 e Clear comparative understanding of texts (meaning/context/ e Clear comparative analysis of elements of form, structure
audience) and/or language
e Clear reference to characteristic features e Clear analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to
audience and shape meaning
3 marks 5—6 marks
2 ¢ Limited understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), e Limited analysis of form, structure and/or language, with limited
with limited comparison comparison
e Limited reference to characteristic features e Limited analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to
2 marks audience and shape meaning
3—4 marks
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Level | AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’
of texts. choicesof form, structure and language produce meaning and
style.
5 marks 10 marks
1 Basic understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), with | ¢  Minimal analysis of form, structure and/or language, with
minimal comparison minimal comparison
Minimal reference to characteristic features ¢ Minimal analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to
audience and shape meaning
1 mark 1-2 marks
0 No creditable response e No creditable response
0 marks 0 marks
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Section B: Text analysis
Question Answer Marks
2 Read the following text, which is an extract from an article from an online sports magazine, featuring an interview 25

with South African cricketer Shabnim Ismail.

Analyse the text, focusing on form, structure and language.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table C.
Additional guidance:

The analysis should address the style, form, genre, structure and languageof the text (including specific and relevant
references), explaining how they create meaning in relation to audience and purpose.

The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive.Candidates may make other valid comments that
should be credited.

Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. They are not required to focus on form, structure and
language in separate sections.

Responses might analyse the following:

Form

e the typical text conventions used in the article

e the ways in which the purpose affects the content and style of the text

o the ways in which the article appeals to its intended audience, e.g. through the tone and register used in the text
e any other relevant aspects of the form
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Question

Answer

Marks

2

Structure

the use of a title to introduce the article

the way in which the opening paragraph introduces the interviewee

the way in which the text is structured to engage the reader and hold their interest

the way in which the article is structured non-chronologically to build up a picture of Shabnim's prowess in cricket
anecdotes and the shifts between these and the interviewer

any other relevant structural features in the text

Language

the pun in the title fast times

the contrasts in the subtitle From playing in the streets with boys to becoming a speed demon feared by batters across
the world

direct address at the beginning of the article to engage the reader You wouldn't be surprised

anecdotes with familiar vocabulary (e.g. repetition of different) giving a homespun feel

colloquialisms e.g. vibe, rag

references to Shabnim being competitive e.g. there to be the best, a competitor, passion and resourcefulness
vocabulary related to speed faster and faster, speed demon

(limited) lexical field related to cricket (e.g. batter, bowler, series) and how this contrasts with more familiar vocabulary
the tension in the friendly boy-girl rivalry | was just a little girl, he used to hate that about me, playing with the boys
definitely made me stronger

emphatic alliteration coaxed, cricket, coaching, cultivating

language showing the relationship between Shabnim, her mother and family, e.g., mom is my role model, I've got all of
her genes inside of me

any other relevant language features in the text.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024 Page 14 of 16

GradeMax



EnglishiLar%@%%-fom - May/Jun - Paper 12 - MS - Cambridge

Marking criteria for Section B Question 2

Table C

Cambridge International AS & A Level — Mark Scheme

May/June 2024
PUBLISHED

Level

AO1: Read and demonstrate
understanding of a wide variety of
texts.

5 marks

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure and
language produce meaning and style.

20 marks

Sophisticated understanding of text
(meaning/context/audience)
Insightful reference to characteristic
features

5 marks

Analysis is sophisticated, coherent and very effectively structured

Insightful selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis

Sophisticated awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to

audience and shapes meaning

Uses precise and fully appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments
17-20 marks

Detailed understanding of text
(meaning/context/audience)
Effective reference to characteristic
features

4 marks

Analysis is detailed, coherent and effectively structured

Effective selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis

Detailed awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to audience

and shapes meaning

Uses effective and appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments
13—16 marks

Clear understanding of text
(meaning/context/audience)
Clear reference to characteristic
features

3 marks

Analysis is clear, coherent and well structured
Appropriate selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis
Clear awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to audience and
shapes meaning
Uses clear and appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments
9-12 marks

Limited understanding of text
(meaning/context/audience)
Limited reference to characteristic
features

2 marks

Limited analysis, with some structure and limited coherence
Some appropriate selection of elements of form, structure and/or language for analysis
Limited awareness of writer’s stylistic choices
Attempts to use appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments
5-8 marks
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Level | AO1: Read and demonstrate AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure and
understanding of a wide variety of language produce meaning and style.
texts.
5 marks 20 marks
1 e Basic understanding of text e Basic analysis, with minimal structure or coherence
(meaning/context/audience) e Minimal selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis
¢ Minimal reference to characteristic ¢ Minimal awareness of writer’s stylistic choices
features ¢ Minimal use of appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments
1 mark 1-4 marks
0 ¢ No creditable response e No creditable response
0 marks 0 marks
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