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Section A: Language change

Question 1

 Read Texts A, B and C.

 Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed 

over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to 

ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

 Text A 

 An extract from THE GREAT FROST. Cold doings in London. A Dialogue, written in 1608. It was 

so cold in London that the River Thames had frozen solid.

   

Citizen. I am glad that I haue met 
with an olde man that hath not ſtood 
ſtill in his life (like a poole) but like a 
Riuer hath runne through the world to 
get experience. But I pray tell me, of 
what Country are you?

Country-man. Of Rippon1 in 
Yorkeſhire2.

Citizen. And (if it be not too much 
beyond the rule of good manners.) 
let me be bold to inquire what drew 
you, dwelling ſo farre off, to trauell to 
London?

Country-man. Marry ſir I will tell 
you, euen that drew me to London, 
which drawes you out of your houſes: 
that which makes you cry out in 
London, Wee haue cold doings, and to 
leaue your ſhops to catch you heate 
in the ſtréetes, nay to leaue your new 
beautifull walks in Moore-fields3, (for 
thoſe I haue ſéene at my entring into 
the Citie) and to make newer and larger 
walkes (though not ſo ſafe) vpon a field 
of glaſſe as it were. That ſlippery world 
which I beheld (as I remember) in 
the fift yeare of the raigne of Quéene 
Elizabeth, (or I am ſure I am not much 
wide) doe I come thus far to behold 

againe in the fift yeare of our good 
King Iames, & that is (in a few cold 
words) the Thames frozen ouer.

Citizen. Yea Father, and frozen ouer 
and ouer.

Country-man. But I beſéech you tell 
me; Is that goodly Riuer of yours, (I 
call it yours, becauſe you are a Citizen, 
and that Riuer is the Nurſe that giues 
milke & hony to your citie): But is that 
Lady of freſh waters all couered ouer 
with ice?

Citizen. All ouer I aſſure you 
Father: the Froſt hath made a floore 
vpon it, which ſhewes like gray 
Marble, roughly hewen out: it is a 
very pauement of glaſſe, but that it is 
more ſtrong. The Thames now lies in, 
or rather is turned (as ſome thinke) 
bankerupt, and dares not ſhew her 
head; for all the water of it floates vp 
and downe now like a ſpring-tide in a 
celler.

Country-man. God helpe the poore 
Fiſhes; it is a hard world with them, 
when their houſes are taken ouer their 
heads, they vſe not to lye vnder ſuch 
thicke roofes.

  1 Rippon: a city 

  2 Yorkeſhire: an area in the north of England

  3 Moore-fields: an open space in London, which was known for its marshy conditions

30

35

40

45

50

55

5

10

15

20

25

English_Language · 2024 · Oct/Nov · Paper 32 · QP · Cambridge
GradeMax



3

9093/32/O/N/24© UCLES 2024 [Turn over

 Text B

 Five of the top collocates preceding ‘doings’ from the Early English Books Online corpus  

(1560–1690) and the Corpus of Contemporary American English (1990–2019)

‘doings’  

(1560–1690)

‘doings’  

(1990–2019)

wicked wrong

evil evil

euill strange

evill illegal

ill shady
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 Text C

 n-gram graph for the spellings drawes and draws (1600–1700)
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Section B: Child language acquisition

Question 2

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Joshua (age 5 years) 

and his mother Nadia. They are looking out of their window at a breakdown truck which is moving 

a car belonging to one of their neighbours.

Analyse ways in which Joshua and his mother are using language in this conversation. In your 

answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples 

from your wider study of child language acquisition.  [25]

Mother:  does that sound like it driving off now↗ 

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Joshua:  im

pretending

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS

(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English

/ f / fat, rough / iː / beat, keep

/ v / very, village, love / ɪ / bit, tip, busy

/ ɵ / theatre, thank, athlete / e / bet, many

/ ð / this, them, with, either / æ / bat

/ s / sing, thinks, losses / ʌ / cup, son, blood

/ z / zoo, beds, easy / aː / car, heart, calm, aunt

/ ʃ / sugar, bush / ɒ / pot, want

/ ʒ / pleasure, beige / ɔː / port, saw, talk

/ h / high, hit, behind / ə / about, sudden

/ p / pit, top / ɜː / word, bird

/ t / tip, pot, steep / ʊ / book, wood, put

/ k / keep, tick, scare / uː / food, soup, rude

/ b / bad, rub

/ d / bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English

/ g / gun, big / eɪ / late, day, great

/ tʃ / church, lunch / aɪ / time, high, die

/ dʒ / judge, gin, jury / ɔɪ / boy, noise

/ m / mad, jam, small / aʊ / cow, house, town

/ n / man, no, snow / əʊ / boat, home, know

/ ŋ / singer, long / ɪə / ear, here

/ l / loud, kill, play / eə / air, care, chair

/ j / you, beyond / ʊə / cure, jury

/ w / one, when, sweet

/ r / rim, bread

/ ʔ / uh-oh
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