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Literature in English specific marking instructions

Candidates are required to answer two questions in total: one question from Section A: Prose and
one question from Section B: Unseen.

There are two separate levels descriptors tables. Please ensure you use the appropriate marking
criteria to mark each candidate response. Table A for Section A: Prose and Table B for Section B:
Unseen.

Each answer is marked out of 25.
Using the mark levels

Use the generic mark scheme levels to find the mark. Place the answer in a level first. Look for the
‘best fit’ of the answer into a level. An answer needs to show evidence of most but not necessarily
ALL of the qualities described in a level, in order to be placed in that level. Then award a mark for the
relative position of the answer within the level.

Candidates may address the question in many different ways. There is no one required answer or
approach and do not penalise answers for leaving out a particular focus. Reward what is there,
showing what you are rewarding in your comments.

Consider all strands and weigh up the performance as a whole in placing the answer in a level, then
show that you have done so in the summative comment.

Assessment objectives

All assessment objectives are equally weighted, and all are considered in assessing each essay.
Each level in the marking criteria is divided into strands corresponding to the assessment objectives
— AO1: Knowledge and understanding (K/U), AO2: Analysis (AN), AO3: Personal response (P), AO4:
Communication (C).

AO1 Knowledge and understanding

Respond with understanding to literary texts in a variety of forms, from different cultures; with an
appreciation of relevant contexts that illuminate readings of the texts.

AO2 Analysis

Analyse ways in which writers’ choices of language, form and structure shape meanings and
effects.

AO3 Personal response

Produce informed independent opinions and interpretations of literary texts.

AO4 Communication

Communicate a relevant, structured and supported response appropriate to literary study.
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Section A: Prose

Level Level descriptor Mark

6 Perceptive and assured 22-25
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of a detailed, assured knowledge and perceptive understanding;
(K/U) ability to select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a

developed use of references to the text and supporting quotations.
e Evidence of a perceptive appreciation of context(s) relevant to the question.
AO2 | e« Evidence of a perceptive analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.
e Evidence of an assured appreciation of literary methods such aslanguage,
form and structure and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | ¢ Evidence of personal response to texts will be perceptive andinterpretations
(P) will be well informed and fully supported with assured use of quotations.
e Evidence of a perceptive independence of response which may show
originality in the approach to and treatment of questions.
AO4 | « Answers will express complex literary ideas and arguments with clarity, fluency
(C) and perception.
o Answers will be relevant and assured with an accomplished structure shown
through logical progression and effectively linked paragraphs.

5 Confident and thorough 18-21
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of a thorough knowledge and confident understanding; ability to
(K/U) select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a secure use

of references to the text and supporting quotations.
e Evidence of a confident appreciation of context(s) relevant to the question.
AO2 | e Evidence of a thorough analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.
e Evidence of a confident appreciation of literary methods such aslanguage,
form and structure and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | e Evidence of personal response to texts will be confident andinterpretations will
(P) be informed and supported with secure use of quotations.
o Evidence of independence of response which may show originality inthe
approach to and treatment of questions.
AO4 | e Answers will express some complex literary ideas and arguments with clarity,
(C) fluency and confidence.
e Answers will be relevant and thorough with an appropriate structure which
shows a progression of ideas through linked paragraphs.
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Level Level descriptor Mark

4 Sound and competent 14-17
AO1 | e« Evidence of a sound knowledge and a clear understanding; ability to select
(K/U) and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a competent use of

references to the text and supporting quotations.

e Evidence of a sound appreciation of context(s) relevant to the question.

AO2 | e« Evidence of a competent analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

¢ Evidence of a sound appreciation of literary methods such as language, form
and structure and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | e Evidence of personal response to texts will be sound and interpretations may
(P) be informed and supported with competent use of quotations.

e Evidence of some independence of response and insight in the approachto
and treatment of questions.

AO4 | « Answers will express literary ideas and arguments with some clarity, fluency
(C) and competence.

e Answers will be relevant and sound with a structure which shows a
progression of ideas through paragraphs which may not always beclearly
linked.

3 Straightforward and partial 10-13
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of straightforward knowledge and a partial understanding; some
(K/U) ability to select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with

some use of references to the text and supporting quotations.

e Evidence of some awareness of context(s) relevant to the question.

AO2 | e« Evidence of a straightforward analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

e Evidence of a partial appreciation of literary methods such as language,form
and structure and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | e Evidence of a straightforward personal response to texts; interpretations may
(P) be partial and sometimes supported with quotations.

e Some evidence of the beginnings of an independent response andapproach

to and treatment of questions.

AO4 | e« Answers will express straightforward literary ideas and arguments with

(©) occasional reliance on narrative summary or paraphrase; some loss ofclarity
and fluency.

e Answers will be straightforward and mostly relevant with a structure which
shows some progression of simple ideas through paragraphs which may not
always be linked.

© UCLES 2021 Page 4 of 11



GradeM ax

Enalish_gEgaygs - 2021 - FebiMar - eapel i 4 & Intématichal AS & A Level — Mark Scheme March 2021
PUBLISHED
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2 Basic and limited 6-9
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of basic knowledge and a limited understanding; basic ability to
(K/U) select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with limited use of
references to the text and supporting quotations.
e Evidence of a limited awareness of context(s) relevant to the question.
AO2 | e« Evidence of a basic analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shapemeaning
(AN) and create effects.
e Evidence of a limited appreciation of literary methods such as language,form
and structure and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | e Evidence of a limited personal response to texts; interpretations may be basic
(P) and rarely supported with quotations.
e Limited evidence of any independent response and the approach toand
treatment of questions will be basic.
AO4 | e« Answers will express basic ideas and arguments with some reliance on
(©) narrative summary or paraphrase; there may be some loss of clarity and
fluency.
e Answers will be basic, mostly relevant with some repetition and alimited
structure; paragraphs may not always be clearly linked.
1 Generalised and restricted 1-5
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of a restricted, generalised knowledge of the text which may be
(K/U) narrative-based.
o Evidence of a restricted ability to select and use relevant knowledge to
address the question with little or no reference to the text.
e Little or no awareness of context(s) relevant to the question.
AO2 | e Little or no evidence of analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.
e Little or no appreciation of literary methods such as language, formand
structure and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | e Evidence of a restricted personal response to texts; interpretations may be
(P) generalised and rarely supported with quotations.
e Little or no evidence of any independent response and the approach to and
treatment of questions will be insecure.
AO4 | ¢ Answers will express ideas generally with some attempt at narrative summary
(C) or paraphrase; clarity and fluency will be restricted.
e Answers will be generalised with little to no relevance or structure;asserting
simple points rather than building lines of argument.
0
e Work shows no relevant ideas or evidence in response to the question. 0
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Section A: Prose
Candidates answer one question from Section A.
E M FORSTER: Howards End
Question Answer Marks
EITHER
1(a) In the final chapter, Helen says that Margaret’s ‘life has been heroic.’ 25
How far does Forster’s presentation of Margaret lead you to agree with
Helen’s judgement?
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
OR
1(b) Comment closely on the presentation of Mrs Wilcox’s funeral in the 25
following passage.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
ANDREA LEVY: Small Island
Question Answer Marks
EITHER
2(a) Discuss ways in which Levy combines serious matters with comedy in 25
the novel.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
OR
2(b) Comment closely on the writing of the following passage, considering 25
its effectiveness as the end of the novel.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
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Stories of Ourselves, Volume 2

Question Answer Marks
EITHER
3(a) Discuss ways in which two stories present the working lives of their 25
characters.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
OR
3(b) Comment closely on Bierce’s presentation of Peyton Farquhar’s 25
experiences in the following passage from An Occurrence at Owl Creek
Bridge.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
NGUGI WA THIONG'O: Petals of Blood
Question Answer Marks
EITHER
4(a) ‘ “Tomorrow ... tomorrow ... ” he murmured to himself. “Tomorrow ... ” 25
and he knew he was no longer alone.’
In the light of the final lines, how far and in what ways do you think the
novel offers hope for the future?
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
OR
4(b) Comment closely on ways in which the following passage presents 25
Karega and his family.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
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Section B: Unseen

Level Level descriptor Mark

6 Perceptive and assured 22-25
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of a detailed, assured knowledge and perceptive understanding;
(K/U) ability to select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a

developed use of references to the text and supporting quotations.

e There will be an assured awareness of the text type (poetry, prose or drama)
which helps to perceptively inform an understanding of the text throughoutthe
response.

AO2 | e« Evidence of a perceptive analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

e Evidence of assured appreciation of literary methods such as language,form
and structure and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | e« Evidence of personal response to texts will be perceptive andinterpretations
(P) will be well informed and fully supported with assured use of quotations.

e Evidence of a perceptive independence of response which may show
originality in the approach to and treatment of questions.

AO4 | e« Answers will express complex literary ideas and arguments with clarity, fluency
(C) and perception.

e Answers will be relevant and assured with an accomplished structure shown
through logical progression and effectively linked paragraphs.

5 Confident and thorough 18-21
AO1 | e Evidence of a thorough knowledge and confident understanding; ability to
(K/U) select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a secure use

of references to the text and supporting quotations.

e There will be a confident awareness of the text type (poetry, prose or drama)
which helps to securely inform an understanding of the text throughout the
response.

AO2 | e Evidence of a thorough analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

e Confident appreciation of literary methods such as language, formand
structure and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | e« Evidence of personal response to texts will be confident andinterpretations will
(P) be informed and supported with secure use of quotations.

o Evidence of independence of response which may show originality inthe
approach to and treatment of questions.

AO4 | ¢ Answers will express some complex literary ideas and arguments with clarity,
(C) fluency and confidence.

e Answers will be relevant and thorough with an appropriate structure which

shows a progression of ideas through linked paragraphs.
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Level Level descriptor Mark

4 Sound and competent 14-17
AO1 | e« Evidence of a sound knowledge and a clear understanding; ability to select
(K/U) and use relevant knowledge to address the question with a competent use of

references to the text and supporting quotations.

e There will be a clear awareness of the text type (poetry, prose or drama)
which helps to competently inform an understanding of the text throughout the
response.

AO2 | e« Evidence of a competent analysis of ways in which writers’ choicesshape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

e Sound appreciation of literary methods such as language, form and structure
and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | ¢ Evidence of personal response to texts will be sound and interpretations may
(P) be informed and supported with competent use of quotations.

e There may be evidence of some independence of response and insight inthe
approach to and treatment of questions.

AO4 | « Answers will express literary ideas and arguments with some clarity, fluency
(C) and competence.

e Answers will be relevant and sound with a structure which shows a
progression of ideas through paragraphs which may not always beclearly
linked.

3 Straightforward and partial 10-13
AO1 | e Evidence of straightforward knowledge and a partial understanding; some
(K/U) ability to select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with

some use of references to the text and supporting quotations.

e Evidence of a straightforward understanding and awareness of the texttype
(poetry, prose or drama) which may partially inform an understanding of the
text throughout the response.

AO2 | e Evidence of a straightforward analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.

o Partial appreciation of literary methods such as language, form and structure
and literary genres and conventions.

AO3 | e« Evidence of a straightforward personal response to texts; interpretations may
(P) be partial and sometimes supported with quotations.

e There may be some evidence of the beginnings of an independentresponse

and approach to and treatment of questions.

AO4 | ¢ Answers will express straightforward literary ideas and arguments with

(©) occasional reliance on narrative summary or paraphrase; some loss ofclarity
and fluency.

o Answers will be straightforward and mostly relevant with a structure which
shows some progression of simple ideas through paragraphs which may not
always be linked.
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Level Level descriptor Mark
2 Basic and limited 6-9
AO1 | ¢ Evidence of basic knowledge and a limited understanding; basic ability to
(K/U) select and use relevant knowledge to address the question with limited use of
references to the text and supporting quotations.
e Evidence of a basic awareness of the text type (poetry, prose or drama) which
may support a limited understanding of the text throughout the response.
AO2 | e Evidence of a basic analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shapemeaning
(AN) and create effects.
e Limited appreciation of literary methods such as language, form andstructure
and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | e Evidence of a limited personal response to texts; interpretations may be basic
(P) and rarely supported with quotations.
e There may be limited evidence of any independent response andthe approach
to and treatment of questions will be basic.
AO4 | « Answers will express basic ideas and arguments with some reliance on
(©) narrative summary or paraphrase; there may be some loss of clarity and
fluency.
e Answers will be basic, mostly relevant with some repetition and alimited
structure; paragraphs may not always be clearly linked.
1 Generalised and restricted 1-5
AO1 | e« Evidence of a restricted, generalised knowledge of the text which may be
(K/U) narrative-based.
e Evidence of a restricted ability to select and use relevant knowledge to
address the question with little or no reference to the text.
e Little or no evidence of awareness of the text type (poetry, prose or drama)
relevant to the question.
AO2 | e Little or no evidence of analysis of ways in which writers’ choices shape
(AN) meaning and create effects.
e Little or no appreciation of literary methods such as language, formand
structure and literary genres and conventions.
AO3 | e Evidence of a restricted personal response to texts; interpretations may be
(P) generalised and rarely supported with quotations.
e Little or no evidence of any independent response and the approach to and
treatment of questions will be insecure.
AO4 | e Answers will express ideas generally with some attempt at narrative summary
(©) or paraphrase; clarity and fluency will be restricted.
e Answers will be generalised with little to no relevance or structure; asserting
simple points rather than building lines of argument.
0
e Work shows no relevant ideas or evidence in response to the question. 0
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Section B: Unseen

Candidates answer one question from Section B.

Question Answer Marks
EITHER
5 Discuss the presentation of the relationship in the following poem. 25
Consider the writer’s choice of language, imagery and structure in your
answer.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
Question Answer Marks
OR
6 Comment closely on the following passage, considering its presentation 25
of the narrator’s experience with the leopard.
Consider the writer’s choice of language, structure and narrative
methods in your answer.
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria.
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