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Section A
Answer Question 1.

1 Fletcher believed that people attach more value to marriage today and so have higher expectations
of married life. He argued that due to these higher expectations people are more likely to divorce
if they are dissatisfied with the reality of their marriage. However, other sociologists have argued
that marriage has lost its social significance and is no longer valued in modern industrial societies.

Whether or not people value marriage today, the divorce rate has increased in most societies.
At the same time there has been a change in attitudes towards relationships, with alternatives to
marriage, such as cohabitation and civil partnerships, becoming more socially acceptable in many

societies.

(@) Define the term civil partnership. 2]
(b) Describe two reasons why a person may stay in an unhappy marriage. [4]
(c) Explain why cohabitation has become more common in some societies. [8]
(d) Assess the view that marriage is no longer valued in modern industrial societies. [11]

Section B
Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.
2 ‘The family has lost its social significance in modern industrial societies.” Explain and assess this

view. [25]

3 ‘In families today, there is equality between males and females.” Explain and assess this view.
[25]
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