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INSTRUCTIONS
e Answer two questions in total:
Section A: answer Question 1.
Section B: answer either Question 2 or Question 3.
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Section A
Answer Question 1.

1 To understand society, positivists believe that sociology should follow the approach used in the
natural sciences. They believe that the social world and the physical world are similar and so can
be studied in the same way. Positivists also believe that it is possible to identify laws governing
human behaviour, in much the same way that physicists and biologists identify laws governing the
natural world. This can be achieved by using quantitative methods to establish correlations that
may be used to test a hypothesis.

Interpretivists, however, have questioned whether it is appropriate to study society using the
methods and procedures of the natural sciences. Interpretivists prefer methods of research that
make it possible to enter the lives of the people they are studying and develop an understanding
of their social relationships. As such, interpretivists are likely to favour qualitative methods such as
unstructured interviews to conduct sociological research.

(@) What is meant by the term correlation? 2]
(b) Describe two research methods favoured by positivists. [4]

(c) Explain why interpretivists favour the use of unstructured interviews in sociological research.

[8]

(d) Assess arguments for the use of quantitative methods in sociological research. [11]

Section B
Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.

2 ‘Interactionists offer the best explanation of the relationship between the individual and society.’
Explain and assess this view. [25]

3 Explain and assess the Marxist view that social order is maintained through ideology. [25]
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