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Answer TWO questions from the following.

You must start your answer to your first question on page 3.

You must start your answer to your second question on page 13.

EITHER

1	 Historians differ in their judgements about Russia’s economic development in the 
years 1891–1903.

	 ‘The most significant feature of Russia’s economic development, in the  
years 1891–1903, was the growth of railways.’

	 Assess this view using your own knowledge of the issue.

(Total for Question 1 = 25 marks)

OR

2	 Historians have different explanations for the survival of Tsarist rule in the  
years 1903–14.

	 ‘In the years 1903–14, the use of repression rather than political reform was the  
main reason Tsarist rule survived.’

	 Assess this view using your own knowledge of the issue.

(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)

OR

3	 Historians differ in their judgements about the weakening of Romanov rule.

	 ‘In the years 1914–17, the role of the Empress Alexandra was more significant than 
the decisions made by Tsar Nicholas II in the weakening of Romanov rule.’

	 Assess this view using your own knowledge of the issue.

(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)

OR

4	 Historians have different explanations for the Bolshevik seizure of power in 1917.

	 ‘The main reason why the Bolsheviks were able to seize power in October 1917 was 
the role of Lenin.’

	 Assess this view using your own knowledge of the issue.

(Total for Question 4 = 25 marks)
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Put a cross in the box  indicating the FIRST question you have chosen to answer. If you change 
your mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:	 Question 1	 	 Question 2	

	 Question 3	 	 Question 4	
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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