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General Marking Guidance 
 
 

• All  candidates  must  receive   the   same   
treatment. Examiners must mark the first candidate in exactly 
the same way as they mark the last. 
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 
must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 
than penalised for omissions. 
• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 
not according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 
• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the 
mark scheme should be used appropriately. 
• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved,  i.e.  if  the  answer  matches   the   mark   
scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero 
marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 
according to the mark scheme. 
• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 
• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 
of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader 
must be consulted. 
• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 
candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 
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Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B 

Candidate responses 

• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full 
sentences. If appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in 
spelling and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 
communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark 
answer, the candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this 
response is incorrect but the correct information follows as a further element. 
Where 2 marks are available, award the individual marks discretely but apply the 
order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 
 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the 
mark scheme 

 
• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in 

between the alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 
• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers 

and ‘OR’ for possible answers. 
• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What 

did he study? A: (He studied) Maths. 
• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these 

should be considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 
• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the 

information required indicated in brackets. 
• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 
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Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme 

Section A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Zami  

2(a) Riaz (1) Zami (1) (2) 
2(b) Riaz (1) 
2(c) Saima (1) 
2(d) Riaz (1) Zami (1) (2) 
2(e) Saima (1) 
2(f) Zami (1) 

   
 
 
 
 

Question  
Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

3 (a) িবমান চালক/ ৈবমািনক হওয়ার পাইলট, িবমান চালােনা গািড়র চালক (1) 
3 (b) অ� (1) 

AND 
পদাথর্িব�ান (1) 

ময্াথ্ স ও িফিজ� ইংিলশ/সােয়� 
িজিসএসই 

(2) 

3 (c) �াইং �ুেল/একােডমী িশ�ানিবশ ৈবমািনক িশ�ক/িশ�ানিবশ (1) 
3 (d) পুরু샸ষ সহকম�েদরেক (1) 

AND 
বাবােক 

কিলগেদর কমর্চারী (2) 

3 (e) �থম হয় �ােশ �ােশর সবার ওপের/দলেনতা েফল কের (1) 
3 (f) সু�/সবল সুঠাম দুবর্ল/শারীিরকভােব (1) 
3 (g) �থম অিফসার হয় ফা�র্  কমর্কতর্ া কমর্চারী (1) 
3 (h) েমেডল (1) 

AND 
িবমান চালনার লাইেস� (1) 

পদক 
 
পাইলট লাইেস� 

টাকাপয়সা 
�াইিভং লাইেস� 

(2) 

3 (i) িবমান স�ে� চলি�� েদেখ িফল্ ম বই পেড় (1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question  
Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4 (a) (i) (উেঠােনর) েখজুর গাছ (1) েখজুর গাছ গাছ (2) 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

 Example:   G   

1(a) M (1) 
1(b) D (1) 
1(c) J (1) 
1(d) I (1) 
1(e) H (1) 
1(f) A (1) 
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AND 
েখজুেরর রেসর গ� তাঁেক কাবয্ করেত উৎসাহ 
িদেতা (1) 

 
কিবতা িলখেত 

 
গান করেতন 

4 (a) (ii) িচ�কর হেত চাইেতন (1) 
AND 
িচ�কেরর (ছিব আঁকা) েদেখ (1) 

আঁিকেয় 
 
আঁকেত পছ� কেরন 

গায়ক/নায়ক/নট (2) 

4 (a) (iii) েযেকােনা িতনিট 
(শহরটা) েবশ ফাঁকা (1) 
OR 
দালান-েকাঠা েবিশ 
িছেলা না (1) 
OR 
(পাড়ায় পাড়ায়) আ�াবল িছেলা OR 
গিল িছল �চুর (1) 

 
বেড়া রা�া কম িছেলা 
 
 
েকােনা েমাটর গািড় িছেলা না 

বয্� 
 
 
 
সাইেকল 

(3) 

4 (a) (iv) েঘাড়ার গািড়েত েঘাড়া গরু/গািড় (1) 
4 (a) (v) িবদুয্ৎ িছেলা না (1) 

AND 
(পাড়ায় পাড়ায়) পািনর কল িছেলা না (1) 

বািত/ইেলক�িসিট 
  
খাওয়ার পািন/জল 

শি� (2) 

 
 
 

Total marks for Q4a=10 
 
 

Question  
Number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4 (b) (i) এখন গাছপালা কম/ফুটপাথগ‍েলা বয্�/বয্য়বহুল 
েদাকানপাট (1) 
AND 
ছুিটেত �ােম দাদাবািড় যায়/টাটকা ফল আর 
তাজা মােছর �াদ েনয়/ৈহৈচ কের সময় কাটায় 
(1) 

জনবহুল 
 
 
 
�ােম িগেয় পিরবােরর সােথ সময় 
কাটায় 

উঁচু উঁচু দালান 
 
 
 
ব�ুেদর সােথ 
 

(2) 

4 (b) (ii) �যুি� েলাকজেনর জীবনযা�ার মান বৃি� 
কেরেছ/সু�র সু�র দালানেকাঠা/গািড় (1) 
AND 
চওড়া রা�া ৈতির করেত সাহাযয্ করা/ আরও 
েবিশ উড়াল েসতু বানােনা/ েফিরওয়ালােদর 
হিটেয় পথচারীেদর জনয্ রা�া কের েদওয়া 
(1) 

সময় বাঁেচ 
 
 
 
�ত চলার রা�া/গািড়র 
চালকেদর জনয্ জিরমানা 

 
 
 
 
অনয্ানয্ যানবাহন বয্বহার 
করা 

(2) 

 
 
 

Total marks for Q4b=4 
 
 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

Step 1 Decide on a band 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which 
descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors 
for each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer 
for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not 
focus disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student 
has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of 
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different bands of the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining 
the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within 
the level. For example, if the response is predominantly in band 4–7 with a small 
amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in band 4–7 but be awarded a mark 
near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 
Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 
• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within the 

band. 
• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will 

award a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students 
have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that 
band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify 
points and assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 
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Assessment Criteria 

Question 5 (14 marks) 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 
given in two mark grids: 

 
• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate 
and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word 
count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 
Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is occasionally successful 
• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of 

appropriate register and style 
3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 

ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes successful 
• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of 

appropriate register and style 
6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is often successful 
• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly 

appropriate use of register and style 
 
Additional guidance 

 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose of 
the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 
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Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures, limited 
success in referring to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent 
meaning 
being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 
• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success 

in referring to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning 
being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 
• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in 

referring to past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning 
being conveyed 

 
 

Additional guidance 
 

Complex language is considered to be: 
• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
• repetitive, simple word order 
• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency 

structures. 
 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors 
have on coherence. 

 
Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 
• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example 

consistent mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice 
of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong tense; and spelling errors that 
change the meaning. For instance, মাতা (mother) and কাে◌ লা (black) should be 
considered acceptable but মাথা (head) and কালা (deaf) should not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 
• mother-tongue interference. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 6 (26 marks) 
 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark 
grids: 

 
• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all 
three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements 
of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, 
students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top 
band. 

 
The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 
Question 6: communication and content mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 
straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of 
common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key 
points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts 
and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples 
of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points 
and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon 
language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key 
points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and 
ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide 
variety of language is used 

 
Additional guidance 

 
Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. 
Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 
purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

4BA0 | 2020 | January | Paper 1 | GradeMax



Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences 
• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures; 

occasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur 
that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 
complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences 
• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of 
communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 
complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked 
• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors rarely hinder clarity of communication 
11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 
• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the 
communication 

 
 
Additional guidance 

 
Complex language is considered to be: 
• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 
• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 
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Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to 
access the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact 
that errors have on coherence. 

 
Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 
• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun where 

there is no confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement of words 
that does not hinder clarity; occasional use of spoken language that does not affect 
the meaning; incomplete sentences that convey the intended message. 

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in 
coherent writing. 

 
Errors that hinder clarity: 
• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 

eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand 
what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the 
writing. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 
 
Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 
drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would 
lead to ambiguity. 

 
Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 
considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 
Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 
understood the text in its original language. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Question  
Number 

Text Correct 
answer 

Acceptable 
answers 

Reject Mark 

7 
 
 

Recently in Bangladesh স�িত বাংলােদেশ িকছুিদন আেগ অেনকিদন আেগ (1) 
Was formed by a group of 
young men and women 

একদল যুবক ও যুবিত 
গেড় েতােল 

তরুণ ও তরুণীর দল বয়� েলাকজন (1) 

The National Youth Advisory 
Board  

জাতীয় উপেদ�া েবাডর্  নয্াশনাল ইয়ুথ জাতীয় চলি�� 
েবাডর্  

(1) 

They in local schools তারা �ানীয় 
�ুলগ‍েলােত 

িবদয্ালয় সব �ুেল (1) 

to young people কমবয়সী েলাকজনেক িকেশারেদর বৃ�েদর (1) 
help for future jobs. ভিবষয্েতর চাকরী 

লােভ সহায়তার জনয্ 
ভিবষয্েত কাজ 
পাওয়ার জনয্ 

�য্ান (1) 

to carry out different 
activities 

িবিভ� কাযর্�ম 
চািলেয় যাওয়ার 

কাজকমর্ করার �চার (1) 

have taken the initiative উেদয্াগ িনেয়েছ। পদে�প িনেয়েছ ব� কেরেছ (1) 
Thousands of young people হাজার হাজার 

কমবয়সী েলাকজন 
অ�বয়সী লাখ লাখ (1) 

are receiving essential skills �েয়াজনীয় দ�তা 
লাভ করেছ। 

�িশ�ণ পাে� িদে� (1) 

to help them to gain 
employment, 

তােদর চাকরী পাওয়ার 
জনয্ 

চাকরীর সং�ােন েবকার ভাতা 
পাওয়ার জনয্ 

(1) 

such as interview techniques েযমন, ই�ারিভউ 
েকৗশল 

সা�াৎকার েযাগােযাগ (1) 

in a competitive job market �িতেযািগতামূলক 
চাকরীর বাজাের 

কােজর জগেত েবকােরর তািলকায় (1) 

to secure a position পেদ িটেক থাকার 
জনয্ 

কােজর �ায়ী�লােভ বরখা� (1) 

 This will give them better 
opportunities 

এটা তােদর আরও 
ভােলা সুেযাগ কের 
েদেব। 

তারা েবিশ ভােলা 
সুেযাগ পােব। 

চাকরী হারােনা (1) 

Young people are কমবয়সী েলাকজন তরুণ-তরুণী সব েলাকজন (1) 
from traditional manual 
labour jobs 

�থাগত শারীিরক 
পির�েমর কাজ েথেক 

েবর হেয় ঢুেক িগেয় (1) 

to move away সের িগেয় �চিলত ৈদিহক কাজ মানিসক কাজ (1) 
to more highly skilled jobs উ� দ�তাপূণর্ দ�তাস�� অদ�তার কাজ (1) 4BA0 | 2020 | January | Paper 1 | GradeMax



কােজর �িত 

raising their aspirations তােদর উ�াকা�া উ�াশা বাড়াে� কেমেছ (1) 
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