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General Marking Guidance  
• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners must mark 

the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 
• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 
for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to 
their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should 
be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 
zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 
principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark 
scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it with an alternative response. 
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Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B Candidate 
responses 

 
• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full 

sentences. If appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 
• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and 

omissions in spelling and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not 
interfere with communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark 
answer, the candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this 
response is incorrect but the correct information follows as a further element. 
Where 2 marks are available, award the individual marks discretely but apply 
the order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 
•  

 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the mark 
scheme 

 
• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in 

between the alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 
• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory 

answers and ‘OR’ for possible answers. 
• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: 

What did he study? A: (He studied) Maths. 
• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and 

these should be considered as acceptable if they convey the correct 
answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the 
information required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 
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Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation Mark Scheme 
 
Section A 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: A  
1(a) E (1) 
1(b) G (1) 
1(c) C (1) 
1(d) K (1) 
1(e) M (1) 
1(f) I (1) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Shiblee 
 

2(a) Lipi (1) 
2(b) 

  

2(c) Shiblee and Lipi (2) 
2(d) Shiblee and Kona (2) 
2(e) Lipi (1) 
2(f) Kona and Lipi (2) 

 
Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

3(a) ভােলা Łপাশাক   (1) 
AND 
পুণƦবান   (1) 

সুȸর Łপাশাক 
 
পুণƦ করেছন/পুেণƦর কাজ করেছন     

Łপাশাক 
 
খাজনা/পুণƦ 

(2) 

3(b) জিমদার Łনই   (1) জিমদারী Ƽথা Łনই/রীিত Łনই      Ƽজা Łনই (1) 
3(c) মােসর   (1)  মাস বছর/বােরা মাস (1) 
3(d) সɘদ   (1) 

AND 
সমৃিȤর   (1) 

সমৃিȤ 
 
সɘেদর Ƽতীক 

Łগাল/ আেপল, তরমুজ 
Ƽতীক/আঙুর, কমলা 

(2) 

3(e) কাগজ/দিলল-দʌােবজ বাইের Łফেল          
(1) 
AND 
দরজায় Łɇট ছুেড় Łমের   (1) 

কাগজপƶ জানালা িদেয় ছুেড় 
Łফেল 
 
দরজায় Łɇট Łভেঙ  

 কাগজ/দিলল ছুেড়  
 Łফেল 
  
দরজা Łভেঙ/Łɇট Łভেঙ    

(2) 

3(f) একǌ হািতয়ার    (1) 
AND 
সফলতা    (1) 

�Ȳ   
 
উȼিত/ভােলা করা  

অʊ 
  
িতনবার কাজ কের              

(2) 

3(g) Ł˥তˤƿ Łপাশাক    (1) 
AND 
এǌ অˤভশিǖেক ̽ের রােখ    (1) 

সাদা/ˤƿ রেঙর Łপাশাক                  
 
এǌ খারাপ Ƽভাবমুǖ রােখ 

পিরʅার  
  
সুȸর Łদখায়      

(2) 
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Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i) Ƽিতিদন এক ঘȋা সময় নɺ  
কের    (1) 

Ƽিতিদন একটু একটু কের সময় নɺ 
কের/ অবেহলায়/অজােȴ অেনক 
সময় নɺ হয়  

িনয়িমত কাজ কের  (1) 

4(a)(ii) িবিʔত হওয়ার মেতা অেনক কাজ  
করা হেয়েছ    (1) 

অেনক কাজ Łশষ 
হেয়েছ/ƪহণে� াগƦ ফলাফল 

অবেহলায় সময় নɺ 
হেয়েছ 

(1) 

4(a) (iii) Ƽিতিদন নয়-দশ লাইন কের িলেখ    (1) ƼেতƦকিদন একটু একটু কের িলেখ 
Łফেল/িনয়িমত মেনর ভাবনা িলেখ 

এক মােস সব িলেখ Łশষ 
কের 

(1) 

4(a) (iv) ইউেরাপ    (1) ইউেরাপ/ইউেরািপয়ান িমশর (1) 
4(a) (v) মাথায় কের Łতল বেয়    (1) Łতল িবিƧ কের/ 

Łছাটখােটা/সাধারণ কাজ কের 
ƿমণ কের (1) 

4(a) (vi) লিǼত না হওয়া   
/ িনেজর উপাজű েন গিবűত হওয়া 

সামানƦ কােজ লǼা না 
পাওয়া/িনেজ টাকা আয় কের 
গবűেবাধ করা 

সামানƦ কাজ কেরা 
টাকা আয় কেরা 

(1) 

4(a)(vii) (িনেচর Ł�েকােনা ̾ǌ) 
কােজর Ƽিত ইিতবাচক  
মেনাভাব Łনই     (1) 
কােজ সফল হেত না পারা     (1) 
বƦথűতার ভয়     (1) 

 
কাজ করার Ƽিত Łনিতবাচক  
মেনাভাব  
Łকবল বƦথűতা আর বƦথűতা 
কােজ সফল না হওয়ার 
ভীিত 

 
কােজর Ƽেয়াজন Łনই 
 
কােজ সফলতা/ভয়/ভীিত  

(2) 

4(a)(viii) (িনেচর Ł�েকােনা ̾ǌ) 
িমিʊর হাতুিড়     (1) 
Łজেলর মাছধরার জাল    (1) 
রাঁধুিনর রাȼার হাঁিড়    (1) 
Ǆিমেকর কপােলর ঘাম     (1) 

  
 হাতুিড় 
 জাল 
 রাȼার হাঁিড় 
 ঘাম 
   

 
শǖ আঘাত/িমিʊ 
মাছ/Łজেল 
রাঁধুিন 
Ǆিমক  

(2) 
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Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) ˤেয়-বেস িকছু সময় কাটােনা    
(1) 
 
AND 
 
জীবন দǟতা লাভ করা     (1) 

Łকােনা কাজ না কের িকছু সময় 
কাটােনা/সারাǟণ কােজর মধƦ ডুেব 
না থাকা    
জীবন দǟতা অজű ন করা/ 
সামািজক মাধƦেম ˤˠ হওয়া 
/সামািজক মাধƦমিভিȘক/শখিভিȘক 
Łপশা িনবűাচন 

িনয়মমািফক কাজ 
করা 
 
শখ  

(2) 

4(b)(ii) একǌ িবেশষ ধারােক অনুসরণ করেতা          
(1) 
 
AND 
 
িবিভȼ ধরেনর কােজর মেধƦ আয়- 
Łরাজগােরর পাথűকƦ কমেছ     (1) 

কােজর ʦˠেʹর Łচেয় মহʹেক 
Łবিশ িবেবচনা করা হেতা/কােজর 
ম� űাদার Łভদােভদ িছেলা  

 সব কােজই এখন ভােলা  
 উপাজű ন করা � ােǸ   
 

উপেভাগƦ কাজেক   
Łবেছ িনেতা  
  

ǄȤা বাড়েছ    

(2) 
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Section B 
 
General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 
Step 1 Decide on a band 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which 
descriptors most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The 
descriptors for each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the 
student’s answer for that band. 
 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not 
focus disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the 
student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different 
aspects of different bands of the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ 
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help 
decide the mark within the level. For example, if the response is predominantly in 
band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in band 4–
7 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 
content. 

 
Step 2 Decide on a mark 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within 
the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will 
award a mark towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students 
have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that 
band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to 
clarify points and assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 
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Assessment Criteria Question 5 (14 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given 
in two-mark grids: 

 
• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate, and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 
Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events 

and ideas; communication of information is occasionally successful 
• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; 

limited use of appropriate register and style 
3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events 

and ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes 
successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; 
some use of appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 
ideas; communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is 
evident; mostly appropriate use of register and style 

 
Additional guidance 
 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 
purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 
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Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures, 
limited success in referring to past, present and future events; regular 
errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 
• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, 

occasional success in referring to past, present and future events; 
sometimes errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 
• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some 

success in referring to past, present and future events; occasionally, 
errors prevent meaning being conveyed 

 
Additional guidance 
 
Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 
• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-

frequency structures. 
 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have 
on coherence. 
 
Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example 
consistent mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; 
incorrect choice of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong tense; and 
spelling errors that change the meaning. For instance, মাতা (mother) and কালা 
(black) should be considered acceptable but মাতা (head) and কালা (deaf) should 
not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 
• mother-tongue interference. 

 
 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Question 6 (26 marks) 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in 
two mark grids: 

• communication and content 
• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
 

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all three 
bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 
communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, students must 
refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 
 
The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little 

development 
• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed 
with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive 
use of common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some 
development of key points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or 
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different 
examples of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of 
key points and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or 
interest or persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of 
uncommon language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent 
expansion of key points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 
thoughts and ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style 
throughout; a wide variety of language is used 
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Additional guidance 
 
Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and 

interest. Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 
 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 

purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 
 
 
Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 
0 • No rewardable material 
1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked 
sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical 
structures; occasionally successful references to past, present and 
future events; errors occur 

• that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 
4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive 

instances of complex language 
• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked 

sentences 
• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful 

references to past, present and future events; errors occur that 
occasionally hinder clarity of communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different 
examples of complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well 
linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful 
references to past, present and future events; errors rarely hinder 
clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex 
language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 
• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently 

successful references to past, present and future events; few or no 
errors that hinder the clarity of the communication 

 
Additional guidance 

 
Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 
• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
• conceptually more challenging language. 
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Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 
• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency 

structures. 
 

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to 
access the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact 
that errors have on coherence. 
 
Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 
• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun 

where there is no confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement 
of words that does not hinder clarity; occasional use of spoken language that 
does not affect the meaning; incomplete sentences that convey the intended 
message. 

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result 
in coherent writing. 

 
Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is 
eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand 
what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the 
writing. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
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Paper 1 marking principles for Section C 
 

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 
drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this 
would lead to ambiguity. 
 
Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 
considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning.  
 
Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 
understood the text in its original language. 
 
Question 
number 

Text Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our childhood আমােদর łশশেবর  আমােদর Łছাটেবলার  আমার আেগর  (1) 
house was in 
the capital. 

বািড়ǌ িছেলা 
রাজধানীেত। 

বাসাটা রাজধানী শহের 
িছেলা।  

Łদাকান/ƪােম/শহের 

িছেলা। 
(1) 

It was very big 
with an open 
terrace. 

এǌ িছেলা অেনক বড় 
Łখালা বারাȸাসহ/Łখালা 
ছাদসহ,  

অেনক বড় Łখালা 
বারাȸাসহ এটা িছেলা 

Łসটা খুব Łছাট 
Łটরাস/ছাদ িছেলা  

(1) 

my favourite 
place.  

� া আমার িƼয় একǌ 
জায়গা।  

আমার পছেȸর জায়গা।  আর অপছেȸর 
িছেলা। 

(1) 

There, we 
played 

Łসখােন আমরা  
Łখলতাম 

Łসই জায়গায় আমরা 
Łখেলিছলাম  

ওখােন Łতামরা  (1) 

with my sisters 
and cousins 

আমার Łবান ও 
কািজনেদর  
সােথ  

আমার Łবান ও চাচােতা-
মামােতা ভাই-Łবানেদর 
সেǰ 

Ƽিতেবশীেদর/ 
আȜীয়েদর সােথ 

(1) 

hide-and-seek.  লুেকাচুির।  লুেকাচুির।   হাইড এȯ িসক করেত।      (1)    
Outside, there 
was a beautiful 
garden    

বাইের একǌ সুȸর 
বাগান িছেলা  

বাইের একǌ সুȸর 
উদƦান িছেলা  

Łসখােন অসাধারণ 
ফুেলর গাছ িছেলা 

(1) 

full of flowers 
and surrounded 
by large trees. 

ফুেল ভরা এবং   
বড় বড় গাছ িদেয় Łঘরা। 

ফুেল ভিতű  ও িবশাল সব 
বৃǟ িদেয় পিরেবিɺত।  

িবƧেয়র জনƦ।  (1) 

Afternoon tea িবেকেলর চা অপরােʖর চা ̾পুেরর/সȻƦার নাশতা (1) 
as served on the 
roof, 

ছােদ পিরেবশন করা 
হেতা,  

ছােদ Łদওয়া হেতা, Ƽদিশűত হেতা (1) 

where all the 
family members 
gathered 

Ł�খােন পিরবােরর সকল   
সদসƦ জেড়া হতাম 

Ł�খােন পিরবােরর সবাই 
িমেল একসােথ হতাম 

সবার সােথ (1) 

and engaged in 
loud, excited 
conversations.  

এবং łহৈচ কের 
আȈায়  
Ł� াগ িদতাম।  

আর Łশারেগাল কের 
আȈায় িলɃ হতাম।  

আেলাচনা কের।  (1) 

We used 
candles 

আমরা Łমামবািত 
বƦবহার করতাম   

আমরা Łমামবািত 
ʱালাতাম  

Łতামােদর আʦন 
ʱালােত 

(1) 
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Question 
number 

Text Answer Accept Reject Mark 

7 (cont.) at night during 
power cuts, 

রােত িব̾Ʀৎ-িবƿােটর 
সময় 
 

রািƶেত িব̾Ʀৎ চেল 
Łগেল  

বৃিɺর সময় 
 

(1) 

which were 
frequent back 
then. 

� া Łসই সময় Ƽায়ই 
ঘটেতা।  

� া তখন বার বার হেতা।  খুব একটা Łদখা Ł�েতা 

না।  
(1) 

As soon as the 
electricity went 
off, 

িব̾Ʀৎ চেল � াওয়া মাƶই  
 

Ł�ই মাƶ িব̾Ʀৎ চেল 
Ł�েতা  

�ত শীƫই ঝড়-বৃিɺ 

থামেল  
(1) 

we would 
happily 

আমরা আনেȸর সােথ  আমরা খুিশ হেয় আমােদর কɺ হেতা  (1) 

close our  বȻ কের িদতাম  
  

বȻ কের Łফলতাম Łভজা ও িপিǸল (1) 

school homework  
books. 
 

আমােদর ʅুেলর  
Łহামওয়ােকű র     বই।  

আমােদর ʅুেলর বািড়র 
কােজর বই।  

পথ িদেয় হাঁটেত।   (1) 
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